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Claims 

1. A milking device including: 

a milk-transporting conduit comprising at least one teat 
cup (151), arranged to be attached to a teat of an animal to be 
milked and a milk hose (152) to permit a transportation of milk 
from the teat to a milk-collecting member (101); 

a pump device (110). connected to the milk-transporting 
conduit and arranged to produce a vacuum pressure (Pi) for the 
transportation of milk by sucking milk from the teat to the milk- 
collecting member (101) via the milk-transporting conduit; and 

a gas supply system, arranged to support the transpor- 
tation of milk by supplying a gas at an atmospheric pressure 
level (Patm). the gas supply system including 

a gas conditioning sub-system (120) arranged to re- 
ceive an unconditioned gas and in response thereto pro* 
duce a conditioned gas fulfilling at least one quality crite- 
rion, and 

a gas inlet member (131) arranged to introduce the 
conditioned gas into the milk-transporting conduit and thus 
permitting the transportation of milk, 
characterized In that the gas conditioning sub-system (120) is 
arranged to supply the conditioned gas to at least one auxiliary 
gas consuming point (102, 141, 142. 143. 144. 145, 146) of the 
milking device outside the milk-transporting conduit. 

2. A milking device according to claim 1. characterized in 
that the at least one auxiliary gas consuming point includes a 
constant-pressure valve (102) arranged between the pump 
device (110) and the milk collecting member (101) to maintain a 
desired pr essur e level of th e vacuum pressure (Pi). 

3. A milking device according to any one of the claims 1 or 2, 
characterized fn that the at least one auxiliary gas consuming 
point Includes a pneumatic member (144) arranged to effect a 
working operation during use of the milking device. 
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4. A milking device according to claim 3, characterized in 
that the pneumatic member (144) is adapted to automatically 
remove a teat cup cluster from the teat after completion of the 
milking, the teat cup cluster containing the at least one teat cup 
(151). • ■ 

5. A milking device according to any one of the preceding 
claims, characterized In that the at least one auxiliary gas 
consuming point Includes a compressor (146) adapted to receive 
the conditioned gas and produce a conditioned gas at an 
elevated pressure level (Pa) exceeding the atmospheric pres- 
sure level (Patm). 

6. A milking device according to claim 5. characterized In 
that the at least one auxiliary gas consuming point Includes at 
least one secondary gas consuming point (141, 142, 143) in 
addition to the compressor (146), the at least one secondary gas 
consuming point being connected to the compressor (146) such 
that It receives the conditioned gas at a pressure level excee- 
ding the atmospheric pressure level (Paini)- 

7. A milking device according to any one of the claim 6. 
characterized in that the at least one secondary gas consu- 
ming point includes a first cabinet (141) containing electronic 
equipment, wherein the conditioned gas at a pressure level 
exceeding the atmospheric pressure level (P^tm) ventilates one 
or more components inside the first cabinet (141). 

8. A milking device according to claims 6 or 7, characterized 
in that the at least one secondary gas consuming point includes 
a second cabinet (142) containing electronic equipment, wherein 
the conditioned gas at a pressure level exceeding the atmo- 
spheric pressure level (Patn,) pressurizes an interior volume of 
the second cabinet (142). 
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9. A milking device according to any one of the claims 6-8, 
characterized in that the at least one secondary gas consu- 
ming point includes a cleaning member (143) adapted to clean a 
sensor (143a) by blowing the conditioned gas at a pressure level 
exceeding the atmospheric pressure level (Patm) towards the 
sensor (143a). 

10. A milking device according to any one of the preceding 
claims, characterized In that the at least one quality criterion 
relates to the temperature of the conditioned gas, and the gas 
conditioning sub-system (120) includes a heating member (122) 
adapted to heat the unconditioned gas to a particular minimum 
temperature. 

11. A milking device according to any one of the preceding 
claims, characterized in that the at least one quality criterion 
relates to the temperature of the conditioned gas, and the gas 
conditioning sub-system (120) includes a cooling member (123) 
adapted to cool the unconditioned gas to a particular maximum 
temperature. 

12. A milking device according to any one of the preceding 
claims, characterized in that the at least one quality criterion 
relates to the purity of the conditioned gas, and the gas 
conditioning sub-system (120) includes a filter (124). 

13. A milking device according to claim 12. characterized in 
that the filter (124) is arranged to permit unconditioned gas in 
the form of air to be sucked in from outside a building In which 
the animal to be mliTked is located. 

14. A milking device according to claim 12. characterized in 
that the filter (124) is arranged to permit unconditioned gas in 
the form of air to be sucked in from inside a portion of a building 
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in which the animal to be milked is located, said portion con^ 
taining an atmosphere which is at least relatively free from am* 
monla. 

15. A mfilcing device according to any one of the claims 1-11, 
characterized in that the at least oiie quality criterion relates to 
the composition of the conditioned gas, and the gas conditioning 
sub-system (120) includes: 

a pressurized gas container (224a) arranged to feed gas of 
a particular composition into the gas supply system, and 

a pressure regulator (121) arranged to receive gas from 
the gas container (224a) and In response thereto deliver gas at 
the atmospheric pressure level (Patm) to the gas supply system, 



